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Tick the Word Closest in Meaning to…

John raced to the door.  He clutched the cold, hard door handle and dared to wait 
for a moment.  He listened.  All he could hear was the pounding of his own heart.  
Were they still following him?  He wasn’t going to wait around to find out.  With 
renewed determination, he turned the handle, flung open the door and raced into 
the unknown.

Stumbling blindly in the darkness, he ran on.  He was in a corridor now.  He 
hadn’t got time to search for a light switch.  A tiny ray of light, from a window up 
ahead, was providing just enough light to help his escape.  His breath was coming 
in desperate gasps now, partly from exhaustion; partly from fear.  He had to find a 
way out – now!

As he approached the end of the long, narrow corridor, it turned sharply to the 
right.  His shoes lost friction due to the rapid change of direction; he found himself 
cannoning headlong into a very large, wooden door.  With both hands, he grasped 
wildly at the handle.  He let out an involuntary yell as the handle began to turn.  
Bright, dazzling sunlight hurt his eyes as he burst out into the wonderful fresh air.  
He was safe!
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Tick the Word Closest in Meaning to…

John raced to the door.  He clutched the cold, hard door handle and dared to wait 
for a moment.  He listened.  All he could hear was the pounding of his own heart.  
Were they still following him?  He wasn’t going to wait around to find out.  With 
renewed determination, he turned the handle, flung open the door and raced into 
the unknown.

Stumbling blindly in the darkness, he ran on.  He was in a corridor now.  He 
hadn’t got time to search for a light switch.  A tiny ray of light, from a window up 
ahead, was providing just enough light to help his escape.  His breath was coming 
in desperate gasps now, partly from exhaustion; partly from fear.  He had to find a 
way out – now!

As he approached the end of the long, narrow corridor, it turned sharply to the 
right.  His shoes lost friction due to the rapid change of direction; he found himself 
cannoning headlong into a very large, wooden door.  With both hands, he grasped 
wildly at the handle.  He let out an involuntary yell as the handle began to turn.  
Bright, dazzling sunlight hurt his eyes as he burst out into the wonderful fresh air.  
He was safe!
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Dear Mum,

I don’t have much time, so I will be quick.  I love you.  I also wanted to thank you 
for all you have done for me; for the times you made me laugh and the even the 
times you made me cry.  You have sacrificed such a lot to give me a good start in 
life - I hope I have made you proud.

I appear to have got myself into trouble.  You were right, as always, about Mike.  
It seems he is involved in something dangerous and I have ended up right in the 
middle of it.  I am trying to gather enough evidence to convince the police that 
something terrible is happening.  I promise I will do my best to stay safe.

Love from John.

A spy is a person who works for the government or other organisations.  Their job 
is to gather secrets about an enemy or competitor.  Agents use the latest 
technology to help them listen secretly to information, record it and send it to their 
employer.  An agent may even pretend to be someone else in order to gather as 
much information as possible. 

Tick one.

kept

given up

gained

saved

Tick one.

safe

wrong

exciting

unsafe

Tick one.

collect

use

apply

discard

Tick one.

sounds

ideas

gadgets

thoughts











• The word sacrificed is closest in                 
meaning to… 

• The word dangerous is closest in 
meaning to…

• The word gather is closest in 
meaning to…

• The word technology is closest in 
meaning to…

classroomsecrets.com
Tick the Word Closest in Meaning to… – Worksheet 2 – Beginner

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2016

Tick the Word Closest in Meaning to…

Dear Mum,

I don’t have much time, so I will be quick.  I love you.  I also wanted to thank you 
for all you have done for me; for the times you made me laugh and the even the 
times you made me cry.  You have sacrificed such a lot to give me a good start in 
life - I hope I have made you proud.

I appear to have got myself into trouble.  You were right, as always, about Mike.  
It seems he is involved in something dangerous and I have ended up right in the 
middle of it.  I am trying to gather enough evidence to convince the police that 
something terrible is happening.  I promise I will do my best to stay safe.

Love from John.

A spy is a person who works for the government or other organisations.  Their job 
is to gather secrets about an enemy or competitor.  Agents use the latest 
technology to help them listen secretly to information, record it and send it to their 
employer.  An agent may even pretend to be someone else in order to gather as 
much information as possible. 
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