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7 A Message from Mr Spink and Mrs Wathen

Good afternoon everyone.

Today we break up for our Easter holiday. It has been a busy but productive Spring Term. It
is hard to believe that, when we return from the holidays, it will be only 3 weeks until Year
6 SATs, 5 weeks until the Spring bank half term and only 12 weeks until school closes for
Summer - where is this year going? Also when we return from the holidays we willo have
trips, Y4 and Yé residentials, sports events and much more learning and excitement to
come. Keep your eye on the Dates for your Diary section of this newsletter.

Please remember that when you are park ing around the school premises at drop-off or
pick-up time, you must park safely and ensure you do not block entrances to school.
Please also ensure you do not park on any double-yellow lines on the surrounding roads
to avoid receiving parking fines.

Have a lovely break. See you on Monday 20" April.

e Spenke & s Patten
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DIARY DATES 25/26

Thursday 2" April 2026 - School closes for Easter
Monday 20™ April 2026 - School reopens
Thursday 30" April 2026 - Class Photographs
Monday 4™ May 2026 - School closed for May Day
11" - 14" May 2026 - KS2 SATs Assessments for Y6
Friday 22" May 2026 - School closes for Spring Bank
Monday 1** June 2026 - School reopens
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nal College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
ren about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

" cONTENT AND
ACCOUNTABILITY

Al chatbots may not always recognise
when content is age II"Il:'F ropriate or
harmtul and should be edout. Asa
result, there's a possubilutylhut children

| could be exposed to offensive language
or explicit material while conversing with
their virtual friend. The companies or UK, for instance, lhay can disrrlay a
producing such Al solutions are also ¥ L disti nctly western-centric worldview. This
unlikely to take responsibility for any "y 4 | could lead to children developing skewed

content that their algorithms generate. attitudes and behaviours if they interact

A‘ i¥. i _ with the Al consistently.

UNINTENTIONAL
BIAS

Al companions are only as reliub\e as the
information they‘ve been pr:

with. The algorithms they use, therefote
may unintentionally promote bias,
stereotypes or discriminato behaviour.
As many chatbots originate from the USA

REDUCED SOCIAL 2
CONTACT

Although many are now undeniably
advanced, Al-powered chatbots still have
limitations in terms of understanding
complex concepts, context and nuance.
Depending heavily on chatbots to help
with Il:rnéng olr solving pfrobl'%rlgs may
Eeticpoesloh (i ders BeispruenEst powers of critioal thinking, thair craativi
their real-life social skills. payore 31 e mguga e pA
l Y . discussion: h other people.

Al TN
PRIVACY
CONCERNS

Chatbots typically collect data about
users, including personal information
and conversations. This is ostensibly to
improve their performance as they
gradually learn about our behaviour = but
many experts warn that there may be
significant risks associated with how this
information is stored and used (for
instance, the possibility of potential,
breaches or misuse by third parties).

An excessive reliance on chatbots for
social interaction could potentially
cause a child to begin reducing thy
amount of face-to-face communication
they have, leading to social isolation. if
oung people become dependent on_
chatbots to provide companionship, it

LA
SENSITNITY

Chatbot software isn’t always
sophisticated enough to pick up on
subtle emotional cues or recognise signs
of distress in children, as most humans
‘would. It might therefore fail to respond

| appropriately. Al misinterpreting what it's
being !old or replying insen sltlvely toa
young user who's already struggling

potentially impact a child’s

emotional wellbelrl or exacerbate any
existing emntlonal s5ues.

@EBORACADEMY.BSKY.SOCIAL

Meet Our Expert

Acertified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP), Gary Henderson
is the Director of ITata @ boarding school in the UK, having previoushy
taught in schools and colleges in Britain and the Middle East. With a particular
interest in digital citizenship and cyber security, he believes it is essential that

we become more aware of the risks around technology, as well as the benefits.
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Working in partnership with

T J

EXxceed

Teaching

Hearyiio Applications are OPEN

inspire the
next generation? for a September

Whether you're a 2026 start
graduate, a career changer,

or someone who's always

wanted to teach — now is

the perfect time to start.

Expert-led training 0

Real classroom experience
Achieve Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) EBOR GARDENS
Mentor support throughout your training Primary Academy
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EPEC - Being a Parent
o

Because children dont come with insiructions ./

hat is Empowering Parents Empowering Communities (EPEC)

EPEC Being Being a Parent (BAP) is a parenting programme designed to

a Parent? help you support child development and outcomes, parenting
skills, family resilience and family relationships.

From melt  Jcin like-minded parents and carers in a supportive group,
down to where you are encouraged and supported to explore:

FPositive behaviour management and discipline strategies.
Managing parent and family stress.

Understanding and managing children’s fealings.

Parent listening, communication, play and interaction
skills.

Attachment and parent-child relationships.

It is run for parents by parents - Their experiences,

different? backgrounds, skills, and gualities make each session inviting,
engaging and fun. I

L

Being a Parent is completely free k

Who is it All parents and carers In Leeds who have children up to the
for? ages of 11 years. Before "Being a Parent” begins there is a
welcome session where you can learn more about what 1=
involved and mest the other parents that are Interested in
joining the group too.
It’s your time, no children, just you!

LT Woeoedlands Co-op Academy
when is it? Foundry Lane, Harehills, LS9 6DA
«  Tuesday 28% April Tor the Meeting and Grest session
+ The group starts 5 May 9:15-11:15
+ The group runs over 8 weeks (ho group at Half Termn)
Please note: there is no transport or childcare available.

Interested in finding out more — Come along to the Meet and Greet Session
or email Leeds. epecilesds.govuk
or calllmessage Kerry (EPEC coordinator) on 07712 215217
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Leeds
Fclnig

Cygnet =
Training

EAST FAMILY HUBS

A support programme for parents When:

and carers of children and young : . h
people, aged 5-18, who are autistic. 2-=0-12:30 starting May
2026

By attending a Cygnet autism

support programme, it will give : "
parents and carers an opportunity to Friday 8" May

develop their understanding of Friday 15" May

autism and consider ways to support Friday 22™ May

their child. h
Friday 5" June
It also provides the opportunity to Friday 12" June

meet other people in a similar Friday 19" June
position and hear about their

experiences in an informal but Friday 26" June
supportive atmosphere.

If you are interested in
attending this training or
future Cygnet Training,
please email:

Family.Hubs@Leeds.gov.uk | —
and quote ‘SEND Specialist
Co-0Ords Chapeltown &
Compton’

The Compton Centre
Harehills Lane
Leeds

g . LS9 7BG
BARNARDYS

CITY {QUETIL
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