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7 A Message from Mr Spink and Mrs Wathen

Good afternoon everyone.

Welcome back to school following our Half-term holiday. We are now in the second half of the
Spring term which means we are now over half way through this academic year. The children
have settled straight back in to school life and the school has been a calm and purposeful place
all week.

Next week starts with World book Day assemblies. Miss McKail will be talking to us all about the
plans for World Book Day on Thursday 5™ March.

Throughout the week, all classes will be working with the road safety team to help us remember
how important it is to be careful when we are near roads and when we are trying to cross roads.
Being an inner-city school, we encounter some quite busy roads on our way to and from school so
it is vitally important that we are all clear on how to do this safely.

On Friday, all our children will be watching an exciting science show in the school hall.

Have a marvellous weekend everyone.

e Spinke & CPea Plathen
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DIARY DATES 25/26

2" & 3" March 2026 - Road Safety Team in school
Wednesday 4" March 2026 - Zoolab in EYFS
Thursday 5™ March 2026 - World Book Day
Friday 6™ March 2026 - Science shows in school
Wednesday 11" March 2026 - Water Safety talk (Y5&6)
Tuesday 24" March 2026 - Y1 trip to Temple Newsam
Thursday 26" March 2026 - Y2 trip to Temple Newsam
Tuesday 31° March 2026 - Easter Discos
Thursday 2" April 2026 - School closes for Easter
Monday 20™ April 2026 - School reopens
Thursday 30™ April 2026 - Class Photographs
Monday 4" May 2026 - School closed for May Day
11" - 14" May 2026 - KS2 SATs Assessments for Y6
Friday 22" May 2026 - School closes for Spring Bank
Monday 1°* June 2026 - School reopens
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At The National College, our Wakel y guides

~| THE RISKS?

and equip parents, carers and

with the confi and ical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

RQBLOX

Roblox is one of the most popular video games among children. In 2020, the game'’s developers claimed that

WHAT ARE
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ONLINE PLAY RISKS 6

Because Roblox connects random players
across the world, it can put younger players into
an environment with anonymous users who
could use the platferm for nefarious reasons. For
example, some role-play games are used for
online dates and mature role play, which could
expose young! to
in the public chat box.

MATURE CONTENT '

Content is difficult te moderate throughout
Roblox, due to the number of games available.
This is particularly notable on smaller games
and experiences, but in summary, some of the
games and experiences offered on the platform
contain age-inappropriate content that could
easily be seen by young players.
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IN-GAME SPENDING ’m,@ o |

The majority of games within Roblox have .‘;
extensive monetisation options, usually through
$eason passes or microtransactions. Purchases

can range in value from a few pennies up to

much larger sums of money. While some games

offer a lot of content via purchases, others can

offer very little for real werld money, causing

younger players to end up out of pocket.
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| MONITOR THE CONTENT a

While l?obloudﬂ-- F plenty of tools and p Is, it's
up to pi ts , the types of games a child orimpressionable
pluyu' ita wants to play Roblox, be sure to check out which
specific gl:mmilhcwr want to play within it, and get a good idea of their content.

W el ETeE—
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF TOOLS ﬁﬁ'

Use the parental controls within the game itself and teach youngsters

how to report and block other players. Knowing the powers within their

reach will make Roblox a safer, happier experience. You can set age ranges

for who's allowed to contact you, close public chat boxes, block spending, and even
make your Roblox profile private. All P are helpful in cutting
off bad actors from onguglng with children.

Meet Our Expert

Dan Lipscombe is a videogame journalist and author of over 20 books on
gaming, including books on Minecraft, Fortnite, Roblox, and more. For 15
years he has been writing about his passion fer gaming. When he's not
playing games, he's talking about them at GAMINGbible.

more than half of the USA's children had played it. As a "sandbox’ title, the game lets players create their own
gaming experiences with Roblox Studio to build custom levels, which can then be shared online.

— al
ANONYMOUS PLAYERS

The anonymity of users can leave players
to bullying, and
predatory behaviour. Without the right parental
«contrels or monitoring, users can connect with
weach other via personal messages or friend
requests, and it is very difficult to know who's
. behind a username in this vast online world.
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RISK OF ADDICTION ¢Rya

Roblex games can feature rewarding or ‘\,JJ i

satisfying mechanics that keep players
coming back = or persuade them to stay
logged-in for much longer. Like most games,
they focus on interactivity, with constant
rewards via in-game unlocks and currencies,
which can sometimes lead to an addictive need
to remain online for long periods of time.
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SCAMS ~ -+

Many of the games on Roblox feature collectible
items, pets, or characters. These objects, while
digital, are worth a lot of real money on certain
online kets. will totrade
with younger users in the hopes of getting rare
itemns that can be sold for real money,
manipulating the child into handing them over,
usually via misleading information.

PLAY TOGETHER

Consider playing Roblox with the children in your care. There are few

more effective ways to see how monetisation works, gauge whether the
-game could lead to addictive behaviours, or even witness how interaction
between players works, than sitting down and trying the game for yourself.
This should help you figure out whether it's suitable for particulor children.
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TEACH ONLINE BEHAVIOURS

Have an open conversation about the risks of online play and how to spend

money wisely. By being honest and giving tips on hmu younger user can

protect themselves, you can them to not only tak I

but others too. Any user can be reported to Roblox moderators by other players for
With this ge, younger players can be aware of

what to look for and halppnwntit
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The Compton Meet employers

Get support

Centre
JOBS FAIR

Looking for a new job?

Leeds City Council Jobshops are hosting an event to bring the
employers to you!

Find work

Come along to The Compton Centre Jobshop and speak to employers
about the opportunities available in Leeds.

Vacancies Include:

Training providers Care work
LCC Vacancies Volunteering

Wednesday 1°* April 2026
10AM - 1PM

The Cnmptgn Centre | No need to book - just drop in

322 Harehills Lane | pon't have a CV? Don't wo rry!
Harehills, Leeds | there will be staff on hand to help
L59 7BG you create one along with other
work related support.
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Thursday 5th March

DRESSING UP

On the day, your child may dress up as their favourite
character from a book OR they may come in their cosy
pyjamas. Please ensure they are appropriate for wearing all
day at scheol.
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THURSDAY
STH MARCH
3.20PM - 4.00PM

COME ALONG WITH AN ADULT TO THE SCHOOL HALL TO SHARE SOME BEDTIME
STORTES, DRINKS AND BISCUITS.

YOU CAN CHANGE INTO YOUR PYJAMAS BEFORE THE EVENT IF YOU WOULD
LTKE TO,

ENTRANCE THROUGH THE HALL DOORS AFTER YEAR S AND & HAVE LEFT. ALL
CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT.
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EBOR GARDENS

Primary Academy

-~ Nursery and
guts,ta“d'“g Reception Places
rovider .
| available from
September 2025

Ebor Gardens Primary Academy
Rigton Drive, Leeds, LSS 7PY

T. 0113 248 2750
E. admin@eborgardensacademy.co.uk
www.eborgardensprimary.co.uk

| (O @EborAcademy
@ www.facebook.com/EborAcademy
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WELLSPRING

W Maske A Differsnce

Part of the Wellspring family
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