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A Message from Mrs Wathen and Mr Spink

Good afternoon everyone.

Year 4 kicked-off their week with an overnight stay at one of our trust schools,
Horncastle Primary Academy in Lincolnshire. They had a wonderful time with lots
of outdoor activities including building their own camp site. Take a look at
Facebook for the lovely pictures.

This week we started our Sports Days. Early Years and KS1 had a great morning of
sport and loved having their families coming to see them. Thank you for your
support for these events.

Next week, Key Stage 2 have their Sports Days and we are looking forward to
welcoming lots of you to come and see them in action.

Lastly, we sent out the new classes for September this week. The children will have
a transition day with their new teachers on Thursday 10™ July.

Have a glorious weekend.

N - RBT - RDO - Whole School attendance this
week is
1AD - MM - 2HW - -
We are aiming for or
2RK - 3JH - 3NB - above.
Biscuit Bears: 2HW, 3JH, 4RM & 6FA
4CS - 4RM - 5NP/LW - RBT, RDO, 1AD,
2HW, 3JH, 3NB, 4CS, 4RM, 5HW, 6FA
SHW - 6FA - 6LB - & 6LB
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DIARY DATES 2025

2" July 2025 - LKS2 Sports Day (am)
3" July 2025 - UKS2 Sports Day (am)
wb 30™ June 2025 - Last week of clubs
Tuesday 1° July 2025 - Year 6 Geography Fieldtrip
7th - 9th July 2025 - Y6 Residential Trip
Thursday 10™ July 2025 - Transition Day
Thursday 10" July 2025 - Ice Cream Van in school
Friday 11" July 2025 - Reports out to parents
Monday 14" July 2025 - Fun Day
Tuesday 15" July 2025 - Art Gallery
Tuesday 15" July 2025 - Y5 Lightwater Valley Trip
Thursday 17" July 2025 - Y6 Leavers’ Assembly
Thursday 17" July 2025 - Y6 Prom (4pm)
Friday 18th July 2025 - School closes for Summer
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Please be sure to park very safely and sensibly around
school at Breakfast Club, morning drop-off and
afternoon pick-up. On some occasions, the main gate
has been blocked by parents/carers cars.
Parents/carers and visitors must not park in front of the
main gate so that cars (including emergency service

Picking-up Your Child
Early

If you need to pick your child up
before the end of the day (for an
appointment etc), please let
the school office know in the
morning so that they can have
your children ready for you in
the main office.
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educaters with the cenfidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
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Nintendo launched its Switch 2 games console in early June 2026 - its first new console in eight years. While
it builds on the original’s success by remaining compatible with certain existing games, it also adds powerful
hardware and new features like GameChat and a USB-C camera. As more children look to upgrade, it's

WHAT ARE
| THE RISKS?

EASIER TO ACCESS
MATURE CONTENT

Despite Nintendo's reputation for family-friendly
titles, mature games like Cyberpunk 2077 and
Hitman have been released onto the platform.
‘With the Switch 2's improved performance,
developers will be able to port even more
mature-rated games. These may appeal to
children due to their popularity, but they contain
content thatis highly unsuitable for young

Sa‘t audiences.

IN-APP & GAME
STORE PURCHASES

The Nintendo eShop enables purchases
with just a few taps. If payment details are
. saved and PIN protection is disabled, children
rmay unknowingly make costly purchases -
including game add-ons, cosmetic items or
- entire new releases - without parental approval.

Yol4n,,
 UNRESTRICTED ONLINE
PLAY IN SOME GAMES (@

' While GameChat is one feature, Switch 2 also
cconnects to the broader Nintendo Switch Online
service. Many free-to-play titles like Fortnite or
‘Splatoon 4 allow voice or text chat with
strangers unless chat settings are adjusted,
'meaning children could encounter
inappropriate language or unwanted contact.

CHECK RATINGS & USE PARENTAL CONTROLS

Every Switch and Switch 2 game comes with a PEGI age rating. Before buying one,
ensure the content matches your child's age. Use the Nintendo Parental Controls
app to monitor gameplay, set screen-time limits and manage friend requests.

R SRR T !
REMOVE OR RESTRICT PAYMENT METHODS

Avoid accidental spending by unlinking credit cards from the device. Instead,
consider adding funds vio prepald eShop cards or requiring a PIN for purchases.
Some banking apps can also be set to approve transactions manually.

Meet Qur Expert

Lioyd Coombes is the Games Editor of Daily Star and has been working in
the gaming and tech industry for five years. A regular visiter to the App
Store to try out new tools, he's also a parent and understands the
importance of online safety. He's also a tech and fitness writer and has
been published on sites including IGN, TechRadar, and plenty more.
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important to understand how this new console might affect their play and safety.
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GAMECHAT & REAL-TIME
VOICE COMMUNICATION

GamecChat enables live chatting with up

to 12 people, even across different games,

with optional video and screen-sharing. Though
children under 16 are restricted to chatting only
with approved friends, the sheer interactivity
could raise Concerns or create pressure
to remain online longer.

CAMERA COMPATIBILITY g
& PRIVACY CONCERNS  {{_J

The optional USB-C camera supperts video
calling and facial overlays in gomes; however,
this also raises the risk of cyberbullying or the
unwanted sharing of personal images. The
camera can be disabled, removed or covered,

- and parental controls are essential to manage
how and when it is used.
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POWERFUL PULL OF
FAMILIAR CHARACTERS

Nintendo's mascot, Mario - along with Pikachu,
Donkey Kong and others — remains hugely
appealing to younger audiences, especially
after the success of the recent film, ‘The Super
Mario Bros. Movie' (2023). These beloved icons
are central to Nintendo’s branding and often
feature in merchandising, adverts and in-game
promotions, creating strong emotional
attachments in children and a sense of urgency
to keep up with their peers.

Child profiles are restricted to chatting with approved friends only, but it's
good practice to regularly check their friend list and communication settings.
Use the Parental Controls app to switch off voice or video chat if necessary.

ENCOURAGE OPEN CONVERSATIONS

Teach children how to block, report and capture any behaviour or content

that makes themn uncomfortable. The console’s built-in tools allow them to

create screenshots and video clips, which can aid in reporting any issues. Keeping
an open dialogue helps children feel supported and safe.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 25.06.2025

EBOR GARDENS PRIMARY ACADEMY

M @EBORACADEMY.BSKY.SOCIAL

O
X

0113 248 2750

ADMIN@EBORGARDENSACADEMY.CO.UK

WWW.EBORGARDENSPRIMARY.CO.UK

AHK,

Ofsted

Outstanding
Provider




