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A Message from Mrs Wathen and Mr Spink

Good afternoon everyone.
This week the weather cheered up a little and so we have been able to get
everyone back out on the playground as the bulk of the snow and ice departed.
We were visited by the Dog’s Trust this week. From Wednesday to Friday, they
came in to deliver workshops and assemblies on dog safety. This covers what to do
and how to act if you see a dog while out in the community. See our social media
for photographs.
This week we also emailed you about a Healthy Eating workshop for parents. If you
are interested in this, please reply to the school email to secure a place. These will
be given on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. Next week, Year 5 will be heading to
Murton Park to explore all things Roman. Also our football team have a match with
our friends at Shakespeare Primary, where they will be playing at home.
Have a super weekend. See you all on Monday.
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DIARY DATES 2025
A — P

Tuesday 21st January 2025 - Football match at home
Thursday 23rd January 2025 - Y5 trip to Murton Park
Monday 27th January 2025 - School nurses in School

Tuesday 28th January 2025 - Football match away
Wednesday 29th January 2025 - Y1 Trip to Skipton Castle
Thursday 30th January 2025 - Y6 trip to Murton Park
5th & 6th February 2025 - Y6 Parent Consultations
Monday 10th February 2025 - LKS2 Viking Workshop in school
Monday 10th February 2025 - Parents Healthy Eating Workshop
Wednesday 12th February 2025 - Young Voices concert
Thursday 13th February 2025 - School closes for Half-term
holiday
Monday 24th February 2025 - School reopens for Spring 2
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EBOR GARDENS
Primary Academy

Community
Pantry

With thanks to our charity partners, our
Community Pantry is open to our
families on Wednesdays at 2:30pm.

Due to demand our food is given on a
first come, first served basis. Please
only take one of each item that you
need.
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At The National College, our WakeUp y guides emp and equip parents, carers and with the confi and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parentsi& Educators Need to\know about
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WHAT ARE Adults tend to associate online videos with YouTube - but among teens, TikTok is king. The app provides
THE RISK.S? a stream of short clips tailored to users’ interests, based on what they've already watched. Around half of
J British children use TikTok, and while much of the content is benign, Ofcom considers it the app where
S youngsters “were most likely to encounter a potential harm".
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" It achild wants to use TikTok and you're happy for them to do so, it's good practice If you're concerned that a child is spending too much time on TikTok, or that
to discuss the potential risks. Ensure that they don't share any identifying personal 1 they've b they" w-lrnpnrmh
information, and that they know to talk to a trusted adult if they're worried by mew igns. | d a lack
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 15.01.2025
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
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For further guides, hints and tlps please visit nationalcollege.com.
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WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

I CONTENT AND
ACCOUNTABILITY

Al chatbots may not always recognise
when content is o inu'ffmpriute or
harmful and should be filtered out. As a
rasult thare 's a possibility that chlldran
xposed to offensive lang
DI' explicli mutariul while conversing
their virtual friend. The companies
producing such Al solutions are also
unlikely to take responsibility for any
content that their algorithms generate.

REDUCED SOCIAL
CONTACT

An excessive reliance on chatbots for
social interaction could potentially
cause a child to begin reducing the
amount of face-to-face communication
they have, leading to social isolation. If
young people become dependent on
chatbots to provide companionship, it
could possibly hinder the dwelopment of
their real-life social skills.
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LACK OF
SENSITNITY
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young user who's already strugglin
could potentially i puct a child’s
emotional wellbeinF or exacerbate any
existing emotional issues.
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A Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSF), Gary Henderson
is the Director of IT at a large boarding school in the UK, having previously
taught in schools and colleges in Britain and the Middle East. With a particular
interest in digital citizenship and cyber security, he believes it is essential that
we become more aware of the risks around technelegy, os well as the benefits.
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UNINTENTIONAL
BIAS

Al companions are only as reliable as the
information they've been programmed
with. The algorithms they use, therefore,
may unintentionally promota bias,
stereotypes or discriminatory behaviour.
As many chatbots originate from the USA
or UK, for instance, they can display a
distinctly western-centric worldview. This
could lead to children developing skewed
attitudes and behaviours if they interact
with the Al consistently.
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Although many are now undeniabl
advanced, Al-powered chatbots still have
limitations in terms of understanding
complex concepte, context and nuance,
Deg‘andmg heavily on chatbots to help
learning or snhrin? problems may

stunt the develo of achild's own
powers of critical thinking, their creativity

and their ability to engage in open-ended
discussions M‘E’l olha? gpls B

PRINACY
CONCERNS

Chatbots tycrlcully collect data about
users, including personal information
and conversations. This is ostensibly to
improve their performance as the
gradually learn about our behaviour — but
many experts warn that there may be
significant risks associated wit howthls
in ormnlion is stored and used (for
instance, the possibility of potential,
breaches ar misuse by third parties).
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Like us Bbor Gardens Primary Academy

Followe us i@ BrorAcademy

Call us: 0113 248 2750
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