


A main clause is a group of words that contains a verb and a subject which makes 
complete sense on its own. Main clauses could also be called simple sentences.

Can you spot the and in these main clauses?



A subordinate clause is a group of words that is dependant on the main clause 
because it doesn’t make sense on its own. When main clauses and subordinate 
clauses are used together to form a sentence, it is called a complex sentence.

Can you spot the and ?



Subordinate clauses can often start with a subordinating conjunction. 

after

while

whether

though

provided

unless

because

if

although

so that

since

when

before

once

as

until

even
though



In the sentences we’ve looked at so far, the subordinate clauses have
been after the main clause e.g.

Subordinate clauses don’t always have to be after the main clause.



When we use a subordinate clause at the beginning of a sentence,
we must add a comma before the main clause.

Look at these sentences where the subordinate clause comes before the main clause...



The fronted adverbial subordinate clause will always need to be followed
by a comma to separate it from the main clause.

Subordinate clauses used at the beginning of a sentence can also be called fronted 
adverbials. Fronted adverbials can start in many ways including with subordinating 

conjunctions, prepositions, -ing verbs or -ed verbs.



Which is a relative pronoun so this subordinate clause can also be called a relative clause.
It contains non-essential information so needs demarcating with commas.

Subordinate clauses can also split the main clause. This is also called an embedded 
clause or (if the clause starts with a relative pronoun) a relative clause.

Look at these examples...

This subordinate clause could also be called an embedded clause. Embedded means ‘in 
the middle of’ as it is in the middle of the main clause. It also contains non-essential 

information so needs demarcating with commas.



you can wear your new 
wellington boots.

before setting off again.

The koala, 

is a mammal.



David didn’t wear a coat
even though it was cold outside.

Even though it was cold outside,
David didn’t wear a coat.



1. Running late for work, Mum frantically searched for her keys.

2. The setting sun, which looked beautiful, glistened in the sky.

3. The gerbil bit my finger before running back to its cage.




